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INTERVIEW REPORT - Joshua Flashman 

ACTION TAKEN: On December 18th, 2012, Det. Downs and I were assigned to interview Joshua Flashman regarding comments he made to FOX 

news. At approximately 1830 hours, Det. Downs and I arrived at 371 Old Zoar Road in Monroe, CT which was listed as one of Flashman's 

addresses. Upon arrival we learned that the location was the Beacon Hill Church where Joshua Flash man's father is a pastor. Mr. Flashman 

contacted his son upon our request and had him meet us at the church. At approximately 1915 hours, Joshua Flashman arrived at the Beacon Hill 

Church and sat down vyith Det. Downs and I in the library area to conduct e>ur interview. 

SUMMARY: Joshua Flashman stated that on December: 16th, 2012, he was at Newtown High School partaking in a human blockade consisting of 

military personal, motorcycle clubs, and public service people. He stated that this was in response to the report that the Westboro Baptist Church 

was going to protest at a prayer vigil for one of the Sandy Hook victims. 

Joshua Flashman stated that he left the vigil around 7:45 PM and was approached by Jana Winter from FOX News.com. He stated that Winter 

asked him what he knew about Adam Lanza. Flashman stated- that he told her what he had been hearing around town, and from other people closer 

to the Lanza family than he was. Flashman stated that Winter asked him if he would go and get a drink with her to discuss what he had heard 

further. Flashman stated that they proceeded to the Iron Bridge restaurant in Newtown. 

Flashman stated that he told Winter he knew Ryan Lanza, who is Adam's older brother, but did not know Adam Lanza. Flashman stated that 
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· ;ev~rythjng :heitold.:Wjriter ,was -information;he~heard-being .discussed .around:toWf:I: 'Flash,:nan :Stated .. fhathe· did •not.know Who .. -spe.ciijcatiy,told trim 

· ,this-1hformation ,:bul.that-'se')fer.al :people were1alking aboutit-atthe'.Memortal; :arid .:aUheJron :Biidge restaurant· Flashman :Stated:he::tdld.:Winteri.h:e 

· -did,not:get his :information :direct1y··tromlhe Lanza faniily, and 1hat'itwas ·aJl ,conversati01fh·e.had overheard.· Flashman:furthet slated·-that·he :did not 

··.know ifthere was any'truth or validfty to 'tt:iis ·1nformalion· he had overheard. flashman read -the FOX News;com article written' by Jaria~Winter ahd 

confirmed that-it contained ,the :.information--he had over-heard. and subsequently •.relayed-to Winter.. See attached .written -statemerit .for further . .details. 

See attached FOX News.com article written by Jana Winter. 
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EXCLUSIVE: Fear of being committed may have caused 
Connecticut gunman to snap 
By Jana Winter 

. Published December 18, 2012 I Fo><News.com 

'\ Close 

NEWTOWN;Conn. - The gunman who slaughtered 20 children and six adults at a Connecticut elementary school may have snapped 

because his mother was planning to commit him to a psychiatric faciity, according to a lifelong resident of the area who was·famillar 

with the killer's family and several of the victims' families. 

Adam Lanza, 20, targeted Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown after killing his mother early Friday because he believed she 

loved the school "more than she loved him: said Joshua Flashman, 25, who grew up not far from where the shooting took 

place. Flashman, a U.S. Marine. is the son of a pastor at an area church where many of the victims' families worship. 

"From what I've been told, Adam was aware of her petitioning the court for conservatorship and (her) plans to have him committed," 

Flashman told FoxNews.com. "Adam was apparently very upset aboul this. He thought she just wanted to send him away. From 

what I understand, he was really, really angry. I think this could have been it, what'set him off." 

A senior law enforcement official Involved in the investigation confirmed that Lanza's anger at his mother over plans for ' his future 

mental health treatment' is being looked at as a possible motive for the deadly shooting. 

(puflquote) 

Flashman was told Nancy Lanza had begun filing papeiwork to get conservatorship over her troubled son, but that could not be 

confirmed because a court official told FoxNews.com such records are sealed. The move would have been necessary for her to 

gain the legal righl lo commit an adult to a hospital or psychiatric facility against his will. A competency hearing had not yet been 

held. 

Adam Lanza attended the Sandy Hook School as a boy, according to Flashman, who said Nancy Lanza had volunteered there for 

several years. Two law enforcement sources said they believed Nancy Lanza had been volunteering with kindergartners al the 

school. Most of Lanza's victims were first graders sources betieve Nancy Lanza may have workec:j with last year. 

Flashman said Nancy Lanza was also good friends with the school's principal and psychologist-both of whom were killed in the 

shooting rampage. 

"Adam Lanza befieved she cared more for the children than she did for him, and the reason he probably thought this [was the fact 

that) she was petitioning for conservatorship and wanted to have him committed," Flashman said. "I could understand how he might 

perceive that-that his mcm loved him less than she loved the kids, loved the school. But she did love him. Bui he was a troubled 

kid and she probably jusl couldn't take care of him by herself anymore." 

The Washington Post reported that the distraught mother had considered moving with her son to Washington state, where she had 

found a school she thought could help him Either way. according to Flashman. Nancy Lanza "."as at her wit's end. 

A separate neighborhood source also told FoxNews.com that Nancy Lanza had come to the realization she could no longer handle 

her son alone. She was caring for him full-time. but told friends she needed help. She was planning to have him involuntarily 

hospitalized, according to the source, who did not know if she had taken formal steps. 

SEND TIPS TO NEWSMANAGER@FOXNEWS.COM 

Multiple sources told FoxNews.com Adam Lanza suffered from Asperger's syndrome, a form of autism, and unspecified mental and 

emotional problems. 

1/15/2013 7:01 PM 



04233

EXCLUSIVE: Fear of being committed may have caused Connecticut ... http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/ 12/ 18/fear-being-committed-may-ha ... 

2 of2 

Adam Lanza has also been described by those who knew him as highly intelligent, and a spokesman for Western Connecticut State 

University told The Associated Press he took college classes there when he was 16, earning a 3.26 grade point average and 

excelling at a computer course. 

Alan Diaz, 20, who was friends with Adam Lanza at Newtown High School, said the Lanza he knew was ill-at-ease socially, but-not a 

monster. 

"He was a wicked smart kid," Diaz told FoxNews.com by email. "When I first met him, he wouldn't even look at you when you tried to 

talk to him. Over the year I knew him, he became used to me and my other friends, he eventually could have full conversations with 

us. 

"I've heard him laugh, he has even comforted me once in a hard time I had," Diaz said. "A big part of me wishes I never dropped 

contact with him after he left high school, felt like I could have done something." 

. Flashman said nobody will completely understand why Adam did what he did. 

"No one can explain Adam Lanza besides God and Adam Lanza, and I don't even think Adam Lanza could explain Adam Lanza, to be 

honest with you." 
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