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Interview Report: Dr. Robert A. King 

On Tuesday December 18, 2012, at approximately 1830 hours, FBI Special .A.gent Tim Kobelia and I met with Yale Child Studies Center Dr. Robert 

A. King, M.D. at the Yale University Office of the Vice President and General Counsel, located at 2 Whitney Avenue in New Haven, CT. Yale 

Associate General Counsel, Mathew Varughese, was present for the interview. 

I conducted a witness interview with Dr. King, which culminated in a two-page written statement obtained between 2002 and 2055 hours - see 

attached. The topic of our interview concerned Dr. King's knowledge and insights of the shooter gleaned from a single three-hour evaluation 

conducted by Dr. King on October 24, 2006. Dr. King's statement included the following. 

The shooter was evaluated on October 24, 2006, at the offices of the Y:ale Center for Child Studies, located at 230 South Frontage Road in New 

Haven, CT. Yale Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW) Heidi Grantz was also present for that meeting. The session was precipitated by an 

Employee Assistance Program (EAP) claim lodged by Peter Lanza (father of the shooter) through his then-employer, The General Electric 

Corporation. 

During the evaluation, Dr. King's impression of the shooter was that he "displayed a profound Autism Spectrum Disorder, with rigidity, isolation, and 
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a lack of comprehension of ordinary social interaction and communications." The shooter also displayed some Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder 

(OCD) issues, which Dr. King characterized as secondan;. Dr. King stated, "My concern was that the shooter's social isolation and withdrawal was 

increasing." He recommended to the mother, Nancy Lanza, that her son undergo further psycho-educational evaluation, to be completed by the 

Newtown School System. Dr. King suggested an emphasis be placed on increasing the shooter's level of social functioning. 

Dr. King provided Nancy Lanza with contact information for Kathleen A. Koenig, an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse working at the Yale Center 

for Child Studies. Dr. King contacted Koenig himself, and related his impressions of the shooter, in preparation for continued treatment by Koenig 

facilitated by Nancy Lanza. Dr. King stated he bore no direct knowled~Ie of any contact between Koenig and the Lanza family. 

Dr. King specifically stated, " ... that during my brief meeting with (the shooter), while l was concerned clinically with his rigidity and social constriction, 

I noted nothing in (the shooter) which would have made this unfortunate outcome foreseeable." (The "unfortunate outcome" referred to the events of 

December 14, 20·12, perpetrated by the shooter at the Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newto\/lm, CT.) 

Mathew Varguhese provided me with a packet he prepared in response to a subpoena received by Yale University, which included several 

document pertaining to Dr. King's assessment of the shooter. 

Note: All Federal documents and information were returned to the FBI pursuant to its request. 
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