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CFS NO 
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TIME 
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BADGE NO 

0573 

STATUS CODE C=COMPLAINANT V=VICTIM A=ARRESTEE J=JUVENILE H=OTHER M=MISSING W=WITNESS O=OFFENDER D=DRIVER S=SUSPECT P=POLICE OFFICER T=TOT 

!STATUS !NAME !SEX! RACE~ 0 .0.B. ! TELEPHONE JA.DDRESS PP STATE & NO. 

§ P @eabrook, Liam I M I W I ~us I (203) 426 - 5841 p Main St Newtown CT 1cT 
CFS-12-00704559 

INTERVIEWED: Newtown Police Officer Liam Seabrook 

3 Main St, Newtown CT 06470 

INTERVIEW/ STATEMENT REPORT 

DATE AND TIME: Saturday, December 15th, 2012 1400-1630 Hrs 

LOCATION: Detective Bureau Newtown Police Department 

INTERVIEWED BY: Detective Paul Lukienchuk and Jeremy Combes 

PURPOSE: Interview Newtown Police Department First Responders, responding to the Sandy 

Hook Elementary School murders 

BACKGROUND: On Friday, December 14th, 2012, Officer Liam Seabrook was on general patrol and had initiated a traffic stop on Meadow Brook 

Rd, Newtown. At approximately 0900 Hrs, he heard on his radio "Shots fired at the Sandy Hook School." Officer Seabrook responded lights and 

siren. 

THE UNDERSIGNED, AN INVESTIGATOR HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN DEPOSES AND SAYS THAT: I AM THE WRITER OF THE ATTACHED POLICE REPORT PERTAININGTO THIS INCIDENT NUMBER. 

THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN WAS SECURED AS A RESULT OF (1)MY PERSONAL OBSERVATION AND KNOWLEDGE: OR (2)INFORMATION RELAYED TO ME BY OTHER MEMBERS 

OF MY POLICE DEP-'.'-RTMENT OR OF ANOTHER POLICE DEPARTMENT:OR (3)INFORMATION SECURED BY MYSELF OR ANOTHER ME ER OF A POLICE DEPARTMENT FROM THE PERSON OR PERSONS 

NAMED OR IDENTIFIED THEREIN, AS INDICATE.D IN THE ATTACHED REPORT. THAT THE REPORT IS AN ACCURATE STATEMENT OF E I F01 

INVESTIGATOR SIGNATURE: INVESTIGATOR I.D.#: REPORT DATE: SUPERVISOR I.D.#: 
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ACTION TAKEN: On Saturday, December 15th, 2012, at approximately 1400 Hrs, Detective Combes and I met with Officer Liam Seabrook at 

the Detective Bureau, Newtown Police Department to conduct his interview. After conducting the interview, Officer Seabrook wrote and signed 

his sworn statement. 

Officer Seabrook wrote the following: "On 12/14/2012 at approximately 0900hrs I was on Meadow Brook Road in Newtown, CT and had just initiated 

a motor vehicle stop, near number 12. While I was asking the female operator for her driver's license and vehicle registration, I heard dispatch call 

an officer for shots fired at the Sandy Hook School. I don't ~emember which Newtown Police Officer was initially called by dispatch. I then tossed 

John Reedhe female operators driver's license and vehicle registration back into her vehicle window and ran back to my patrol vehicle, Newtown 

Patrol Vehicle 13. I immediately activated my siren, as my emergency lights were already activated, and began driving to the Sandy Hook School. 

While driving to the Sandy Hook School, I used my patrol vehicle radio and advised Dispatch that I was enroute to the Sandy Hook School. I traveled 

north on South Main Street, onto Main Street, then onto Church Hill Road. As I was driving, Ofc. McGowan and Sgt. Kullgren called out on scene. A 

short t ime later Sgt. Kullgren keyed his radio and said "this is real". A short time later Ofc. McGowan keyed his radio and yelled that an individual 

was coming at him. There was a significant amount of stress in Ofc. McGowan's voice, on the radio. I thought that Ofc. McGowan was getting shot 

at or something else that was immediately life threatening was happening when Ofc. McGowan yelled on the radio, by the sound of his voice. As I 

was passing traffic on Church Hill Road, I ended up behind a black, unmarked Ford Explorer SUV, operated by LT Vanghele, also with its emergency 

lights and siren activated. Lt. Vanghele and I then proceeded onto Riverside Road and then onto Dickenson Drive. Sandy Hook School is located at 

the end of Dickenson Drive. Lt. Vanghele and I then reached the end of Dickenson Drive and approached the east side of the school. I then 

unlocked the AR15 patrol rifle from the vehicle mount and exited my patrol vehicle. 

Immediately after exiting my patrol vehicle, I observed Ofc. McGowan and Sgt. Kullgren on the left side of the school. Sgt. Kullgren and Ofc. 

McGowan were yelling at an individual that was lying prone on the ground. As I ran over to Sgt. Kullgren and Ofc. McGowan, Sgt. Kullgren was 

handcuffing the person that was lying prone on the ground. After the person was handcuffed, I got Ofc. McGowan's attention and told him the he 

and I were going into the school. I then approached the nearest door, on the east side of the school. Ofc. McGowan was following right behind me. 

The door on the east side of the school was locked. There were large glass windows in the door that had "chicken wire" baked into the glass. I then 

used the barrel of my patrol rifle and forced it through the glass window part of the door. I then used the barrel of my patrol rifle to clear some of the 

broken glass away. I then reached my hand through the broken glass and opened the door from the inside. Ofc. McGowan and I then entered the 

school. I did not hear any gunshots or any noise that would indicate a direction of the shooter. Ofc. McGowan and I then went left down a hallway 

immediately after entering the school. At some point, while entering the school, Sgt. Kullgren joined Ofc. McGowan and I. Sgt. Kullgren, Ofc. 
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McGowan and I then began checking doors as we approached them. Some doors were locked and some were open. 0fc. McGowan, Sgt. Kullgren 

and I entered and cleared every open room, looking for casualties or shooters. At some point Chief Kehoe joined Sgt. Kullgren, Ofc. McGowan and 

I. Chief Kehoe was wearing a blue windbreaker type jacket and had his handgun un-holstered. 0fc. McGowan had his handgun and Sgt. Kullgren 

had a patrol rifle. I had my patrol rifle. 

As Sgt. Kullgren, 0fc. McGowan and I were making our way down a hallway, I observed a medium sized carpet that was haphazardly thrown into the 

hallway. As we approached that carpet, I could smell the scent of freshly burned gun powder. At that time I knew that a firearm had definitely been 

discharged in the vicinity. I then told Sgt. Kullgren and 0fc. McGowan to be careful because the shooter could be in the immediate area. Sgt. 

Kullgren, 0fc. McGowan and I continued to check open rooms. 

At one point in time, Sgt. Kullgren, 0fc. McGowan and I crossed the threshold of another long hallway. I observed several other uniformed police 

officers at the far end of the hallway. Sgt. Kullgren, 0fc. McGowan and I then began making our way down that hallway when someone shouted that 

they saw movement near one of the hallway doors. A figure emerged, wearing dark clothing, from a doorway on my left. I aimed my patrol rifle at 

him and yelled for him to put his hands up. Several other officers were also yelling at this individual. The individual then put his hands in the air, then 

got down on the ground, face down. While the individual got down on the ground, he tossed a set of keys on the ground. I continued to approach 

this individual, with my patrol rifle aimed at him. As we approached this individual another officer handcuffed him. The individual then yelled that he 

was a janitor. 

Sgt. Kullgren, 0fc. McGowan had passed several open and closed doors in this hallway when the janitor appeared, in order to secure him. Sgt. 

Kullgren, 0fc. McGowan and I then returned to the point in the hallway where we had left off. The first door that Sgt. Kullgren, 0fc. Kullgren and I 

came to was the library. The library doors were locked and I yelled that the janitor had keys. Someone then went back and got the janitor's keys to 

open the library dloors. I went into the library with another officer. I don't remember if it was Sgt. Kullgren or 0fc. McGowan. The main part of the 

library was clear, but there were several locked doors off of the library. The locked doors appeared to be closets. We then exited the library as we 

were still looking for active shooters. 

As there were other uniformed officers at the other end of that hallway, Sgt. Kullgren, 0fc. McGowan and I then continued to backtrack and check 

rooms. Sgt. Kullgren, 0fc. McGowan and I were approaching a door at the end of one of the hallways, that led to the exterior. As we approached 

the door, Sgt. Bahamonde was on the outside of the door and motioned for me to let him in. I then motioned that I would let him in, in a minute, after 
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we cleared the adjacent rooms. 1 was covering down a long hallway, with my rifle, as other officers cleared the adjacent rooms. I could see other 

uniformed officers, again at the far end of the hallway, making their way toward my location. These officers were also clearing rooms and moving a 

diamond formation. The other officers told me to stay at my location, to avoid crossfire situations. One of the officers that I was with then let Sgt. 

Bahamonde into the school. 

At this time several State Police Troopers were with Sgt. Kullgren, Ofc. McGowan and I. Newtown Police Ofc Smith then came down the hallway and 

said that he was going to check the roof of the school. Ofc. Smith told me that there was an access to the school roof in one of the janitor closets, in 

the hallway. There was a janitor's closet right next to my location, but the door was locked. I then told Ofc. Smith that the janitors keys were still in 

the library door lock. Ofc. Smith then went to the library and got the keys. I then told Sgt. Kullgren that I was going to accompany Ofc. Smith in 

checking the roof of the school. 

The roof of the school was accessed by a fixed metal ladder in the janitor's closet, leading to a hatch type doorway that opened up, onto the roof. 

handed my patrol rifle to Ofc. Smith and escalated the ladder first. I approached the hatch and unlatched it. At this time, before I opened the hatch, I 

was thinking that there was no safe or "tactical" way to open this hatch and enter the roof. I was thinking that if there is a shooter.on the roof, they 

would immediately be alerted to my approach. I was thinking that the shooter would be able to open fire and probably kill me before I could react. I 

then opened the hatch as fast as I could, escalated the remainder of the fixed metal ladder and entered the roof. I immediately did a scan of the roof 

as fast as I could. Luckily, there were no shooters in the immediate area of the hatch when I opened it and breached the roof. Ofc. Smith then 

escalated the ladder and the two of us cleared the whole rooftop with negative results. 

Ofc. Smith and I then went back down the ladder and into the janitor's closet. The janitors closet was closed. I could hear several officers on the 

outside of the door. After Ofc. Smith came down the ladder, I cracked the door to the hallway and yelled that two were coming out. 

I then joined a small team of State Troopers that were clearing rooms. One of the rooms that we entered and cleared was the library. As before, 

there was a locked closet in the library. At this time, it was understood that we were going into all locked doors and closets. A couple State Troopers 

and I then posted at the locked closet and called for the janitor's keys. Several minutes had passed while we were waiting for the janitors keys. 

During this time, I could hear small bangs and slight noises coming from the closet. The State Troopers and I banged on the wall and doors yelling 

that we were the police and told them they could come out. There was no response from the closet. Several minutes later, while still waiting for the 

janitors keys, my dispatch broadcasted that they were on the phone with a teacher. Dispatch said that the teacher was with several young kids and 

was in the library closet. Dispatch said that the teacher told them that they could hear us banging on the door and walls. I then instructed my 
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dispc1tch to tell the teacher to exit the closet. Again, several minutes had passed and the teacher never emerged. The janitor's keys finally arrived 

with a State Trooper. There were two doors to this closet. We then opened.the first closet door. A State Trooper then ·approached the second door, 

inside the first door. The State Trooper called out that he was a police officer. I assume the State Trooper got some sort of response, but I did not 

hear it. The State Trooper then asked me for my badge so he could slide it under the door to the closet and prove we were police officers. I then 

removed the badge from my uniform and handed it to the State Trooper. The closet door then opened and the State Troopers and I began 

evacuating kids from the closet in pairs. I got two young boys who said they were nine years old. I told them both to hold hands and I held the hand 

of one of them. I then escorted them outside, all the way to the front of the school to a rally point. I then entered the same door that I had exited with 

the boys. 

I again joined a small team of some State Troopers, and Newtown Police Detective Jason Frank. We formed a diamond formation and, again, began 

clearing rooms down a hallway, approaching the front of the school. I had a rifle so I was point, or long cover, and Detective Frank and another State 

Troopers took the other positions in the formation. We made our way toward the front of the school. As we reached the end of the hallway, we 

observed several other police officers, from multiple agencies, both uniformed and not. We finished clearing the last few rooms in the hallway. It 

appeared that the rooms down the adjacent hallway had been cleared because there were. numerous officers, entering and exiting rooms, and 

standing in the hallway. 

I then entered the two classrooms that were closest to the front door of the school. Sgt. Kullgren, CSP Sgt. O'Donnell (not sure about name) and 

other State Troopers were in these classrooms. In these classrooms, there were approximately 20 dead 6 or 7 year old children and adults. afJ 
. There was also a lot of blood everywhere. There were also a large number of 

shell casings on the ground in the classrooms, of mixed make and caliber. On.e of the State Troopers in the classrooms pointed to a young male, 

who was dead on the ground, and told me that this was the shooter. I observed a black handgun in his front left hand pants pocket and a Glock 

automatic pistol on the ground next to the shooter. The Glock's slide was partially retracted, as if it had jammed. In the far end of the classroom that 

the shooter was in, there was a AR15 assault rifle on the ground. The AR15 was manufactured by Bushmaster. I also observed two 30 round 

magazines for an AR15, that were taped together. In my training and experience, people attach magazines in this fashion in order to expedite 

weapon reloading. I then assisted CSP Sgt. O'Donnell in reading the serial number. from the f irearms at the scene. 

In the other classroom, I observed a young boy, probably 6 or 7 years old, that was dead and lying face up on the ground inside the classroom near 

the door. The young boy appeared to have a gunshot wound to his chest. Inside the classroom there was, literally, a pile of bodies near a closet. 

THE UNDERSIGNED, AN INVESTIGATOR HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN DEPOSES AND SAYS THAT: I AM THE WRITER OF THE ATTACHED POLICE REPORT PERTAININGTO THIS INCIDENT NUMBER. 
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The bodies were that of 6 or 7 year old boys and girls. I also observed a few dead adult bodies that appeared to be huddled over the bodies of dead 

students. I also observed several young boys and girls with multiple different types of gunshot wounds. I then went outside and got some air. 

A short time .later, Newtown Police Lt Vanghele told me that Newtown Police K9 Ofc. Figol was on her way to the scene and that he wanted me to 

back her up on her K9 search. I then waited outside, near the front door, for her arrival. 

Once K9 Ofc. Figol arrived she and I conducted a K9 search of the right side exterior of the school, along with a State Trooper. The exterior K9 

search yielded no results. K9 Ofc. Figol and I were then heading back to the front of the school when we were met by several other K9 officers from 

varying agencies. The other K9 Officers instructed K9 Ofc. Figol and I that we were all to conduct a K9 search of the woods to the left side of the 

school. It was determined that K9 Ofc. Figol and I would take the left side of the woods and the other K9 officers would take the right side of the 

woods. 

K9 Ofc. Figol and I entered the left side of the woods and found some trails heading deeper into the woods. K9 Ofc. Figol and I then followed the 

t rails all the way to Treadwell Park. K9 Ofc Figol indicated that her K9 made no alerts while in the woods. 

K9 Ofc. Figol and I emerged from the woods and observed a building on the Treadwell Park property. K9 Ofc Figol and I then cleared the building's 

interior, with negative results. 

While making our way back to the woods, I observed a white Jeep Grand Cherokee SUV pull into the parking lot of Treadwell Park, closest to our 

location. There were two males in the white Jeep. Both males exited the Jeep._ The driver of the Jeep had a bla.ck object in his hand and was 

pointing it at the sky, toward the helicopters that were overhead. I then approached the two males and ordered them to put their hands in the air. 

The two males complied and I took drivers licenses from both of them. I then ran both parties license numbers, over the radio, and dispatch told me 

that they had no hits. The black object held by the driver was a pair of binoculars. The two males said tt.iat they were just trying to see the 

helicopters. I then returned the drivers licenses to both partied and told them to leave the area. K9 Ofc. Figol and I then followed the trials through 

the woods back to the school. 

While at the front of the school, Newtown Police Officer Hull, who was standing on the front right corner of the school, yelled that he heard people 

shouting "put your hands up". I then ran over to the location to where Ofc. Hull indicated he heard the shouts. I observed three DEP police officers, 

with their weapons pointed at two male individuals that were in the woods on the right side of the school. · I then ran up the hill, in the woods, to the 
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three DEP police officers. As I approached the three DEP officers, I also pointed my rifle at the two males standing with their hands in the air. 

approached the male on the right and handcuffed him. I then searched the male for weapons with negative results. Newtown Police Ofc. Flynn then 

ran both parties over the radio. One of the DEP officers recorded the two males information. The two males were then identified as reporters for 

newspapers. It was then determined that the two reporters were going to be set free for the time oeing. The two reporters were then told to 

immediately leave the area. I then returned to the front of the school. 

A short time later, Newtown Police Ofc. Smith and I were instructed by Newtown Police Lt Vanghele to relieve the DEP police officers posted in the 

rear of the school. Ofc. Smith and I then relieved the DEP police officers posted at the rear of the school. 

At approximately 1700hrs Ofc. Smith and I were relieved by Newtown Police Ofc. Gurensey. Ofc Smith and I then returned to t he Newtown Police 

Department." 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Officer Liam Seabrook's statement (7 pages original) 

END OF REPORT 
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